Saturday
October 18,

In Recognition the of the 3
Annual Texas Smoot Day

2025
We Measured....




PVN Bridges
Measured in
Smoots




A Smoot is a non-standard unit of length that
originated at MIT in the 1950’s. The term was
created as part of a fraternity prank in 1958. It
was specifically designed using the height of the
shortest pledge, Oliver R. Smoot. One Smoot
equals 5 feet 7 inches. The length of the Harvard
Bridge was measured using Smoots as the unit of
measure. The bridge’s length was pronounced to
be 364.4 Smoots (or 2,035 feet).

Oliver R. Smoot was born in 1940 in Bexar County,
Texas. He graduated from MIT with a Bachelor of
Science Degree in 1962. He then attended
Georgetown University Law School graduating
with his Juris Doctor. Among his many
professional accomplishments, he was a past
chairman of the American National Standards
Institute and president of the International
Organization for Standardization.



Bridge 1

28 feet, 3 Inches

Measured Length
Smoot Equivalent
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Bridge 2

51 feet, 4 inches

9.2

Measured Length
Smoot Equivalent




Bridge 3

9inches

21 feet,
3.9

Measured Length
Smoot Equivalent




Bridge 4:
Measured Length 18 feet, 10 inches
Smoot Equivalent: 3.4




Bridge 5:
Measured Length: 27 feet, 8 inches
Smoot Equivalent: 4.9




Total Combinead
Length In Smoots:

26.5 Smoots, (145 ft, 34 in)
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No doubt Oliver Smoot
would enjoy hearing PVN knows
the length of its bridges
IN SMoots

And PVN is also honoring a deserving
high school STEM student
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